IUCN WORLD COMMISSION ON PROTECTED AREAS

TASK FORCE ON TRANSBOUNDARY CONSERVATION
SHORT REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE TASK FORCE

Trevor Sandwith and Charles Besançon: Task Force Co-leaders

1.
Highlighted results of the Task Force’s Activities in the Reporting Period 
1.1
Publications
· The CI/CEMEX publication on “Transboundary Conservation: A new vision for Protected Areas” was launched at the World Wilderness Congress held in Alaska on 29 September 2005.  

· The manuscript for the new publication “Security Considerations for Transboundary Conservation” was finalised and submitted to the IUCN Publications Unit.  Further funding was received from InWEnt to translate transboundary publications and to update materials on www.tbpa.net 

· A Chapter was prepared for the IUCN/WCPA publication on “Protected Areas in the 21st Century” which is due to be published in the new year. 

· Trevor Sandwith and Charles Besançon prepared a paper for the Woodrow Wilson Centre’s Environmental Change and Security Project, and Charles attended a Peace Parks meeting there in September 2005.
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1.2
Networking and use of  www.tbpa.net

The Task Force website www.tbpa.net has been linked to the WCPA website, and is beginning to function more effectively as a resource. The TBPA list-serve is also being used as a rapid means to supply information to members of the network.

1.3 
Funding proposals

A funding proposal has been prepared for inclusion in WCPA/PPA bundle of proposals for priority use of funds.  Discussions have also been held with the World Bank, Conservation International, the Italian Co-operation and ITTO regarding a consortium approach to building the Global Transboundary Conservation Network and Capacity Building Programme.

1.4 
World Wilderness Congress, Anchorage, Alaska 29/9 – 6/10

The TBPA Task Force convened a special session focusing on transboundary conservation at the 8th World Wilderness Congress, and Trevor Sandwith was invited to Chair the plenary session on transboundary conservation.  All of these presentations have been obtained and will be made available on www.tbpa.net

1.5 Conference on Transboundary Governance 2006 in November 2006.

A concept proposal for this Conference was prepared and submitted to the German Government. The official green light was given for further development of the proposal.  The conference will be held in South America, and will emphasise not only the complexities of Global Governance for Transboundary Conservaiton, but also regional and local governance issues.  Agreement was reached with CEL and the IUCN Environmental Law Centre for co-operation in the staging of this Conference.

1.6 WCPA European Theme Group on Transboundary Conservation.

At the request of the theme group, Trevor Sandwith attended a meeting held in Zschortau, Germany in July 2005.  The Theme Group is effectively acting as a major hub for transboundary networking in Europe and has set up targets and action plans for key deliverables.
2. Goals of the Task Force for the forthcoming 12 month period. 

(i) Complete a publication on Contemporary Perspectives in Transboundary Conservation;

(ii) Submit the Security manuscript for publication;

(iii) Revise the funding proposal and develop new funding proposals for the continuation of Task Force activities;

(iv) Prepare the full proposal for the German Government to fund the Conference on Transboundary Governance.

3.
Key challenges of the Task Force

The key challenges of the Task Force are:

(i) Securing funding for the TBPA Global Programme;

(ii) Involving the membership more actively in the delivery of key components of the work programme
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