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Task Force leadership and institutional home:

The involvement of Trevor Sandwith as Deputy Chair of WCPA and the transfer of Charles Besancon to UNEP-WCMC has been a challenge and opportunity for the leadership of the task force.  At one level, the important role that the WDPA can play in the development of better information on transboundary conservation areas, suggests that UNEP-WCMC should be considered as the future institutional home for the WCPA’s transboundary conservation activities.  Charles has been requested to take over the leadership of the Transboundary Conservation Task Force.

Task Force composition: 
Efforts were made to identify and maintain two main groups of participants, namely those interested in the topic of transboundary conservation and those prepared to make a significant input into the functioning of the task force.  There remains a need to re-invigorate the membership

Main tasks

1.
Maintain a network of transboundary conservation professionals

The task force list serves have remained active with general enquiries being handled by members. In general, the kind of information requested has been for precedents (copies of agreements, MoUs etc) where people are requiring assistance in moving forward with transboundary conservation initiatives.

2.
Develop sources of funding to support a learning network of TBCA professionals

A project proposal was developed for support for transboundary technical advice and knowledge networking as part of WCPA/PPAs request to donors. Unfortunately this yielded no new funding, although many have suggested that it is an important priority. In general, regional and transboundary initiatives are unlikely to achieve separate funding from the funding of specific in-situ transboundary conservation projects.  Further efforts to establish what these initiatives are and how they are funded are likely to be more fruitful, as funding capacity development and knowledge networking is often a component of project funding.

3.
Develop a set of research priorities for transboundary conservation

Under the leadership of Michael Schoon, the transboundary research community was canvassed regarding the identification of priority topics for research. It is hoped that this can be developed into a research programme with participation of research institutions that are engaged in or willing to support research in transboundary conservation.

4.
Provide advice for transboundary conservation initiatives

There is a constant stream of requests to participate in meetings regarding transboundary conservation, and to contribute to advice for initiatives and research projects.  One of the more significant of these was the request by South Korea to establish a transboundary marine peace park between the two Koreas. Trevor Sandwith served on the International Advisory Committee for this initiative, handing over responsibility to Peter Shadie, when he took up office in the Asia Regional Office.

5.
Publish best practice guidance on transboundary conservation

Volunteer resources have been stretched to the limit with several publications being in preparation and in print.  Trevor Sandwith contributed to the editing and finalisation of guidance for the involvement of security personnel in transboundary conservation. Details are as follows:

 

Braack, L., Sandwith, T.S., Peddle, D. and Petermann, T. 2006. Security considerations in the planning and management of transboundary conservation areas. Switzerland, The World Conservation Union.

In addition, Trevor Sandwith contributed a chapter to the new book on Protected Area Management, incorporating guidance and case studies developed by the Task Force over the past 3 years. The details are:

Sandwith, T.S and Lockwood, M. 2006. Linking the landscape. In: Worboys, G.L., Lockwood, M. and Khotari, A. (Eds.) Managing Protected Areas: A Global Guide. Earthscan.

Future plans:  

(i) There is really a need to revitalise the programme of work for the task force and to ensure that it can achieve its goals of supporting best practice in transboundary conservation, particularly through the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas.

(ii) Several members of the Task Force will be attending the Parks, Peace and Partnership Conference commemorating the 75th anniversary of the first international peace park, and will use the opportunity to convene an ad hoc meeting of the Transboundary Conservation Task Force and to set a new agenda for the Task Force’s activities.
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